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Letter to the Editor: 

(This letter was sent to five independent Newspapers in Botswana to correct media reports which were not accurate, but the editors did not publish it out fear of victimisation by government official).

Inaccurate Media Reports

I wish to raise a concern about the manner in which some news reporters have been handling issues relating to Kamanakao Association and the Wayeyi people. There is has been gross misrepresentation of the facts. The aim of this article is to set the record straight. First was the Radio Botswana News Bulletin of June 17th at 1300 hours, and as usual, followed by the publication in the Botswana Daily News of June 18th, No. 114, with a title ‘Kamanakao Burial Unlawful‘. This was not only a headline article but was also on the front page. The disappointing thing is that no such ruling was made in the Francistown High court on Friday June 13th, 2003. The order in our possession is that setting the proceedings of contempt of court for August 7th.  There were two prayers brought to Court by the Tawana Land Board (TLB), namely a declaration that the burial was unlawful for two reasons: 1) the place was inappropriate, and 2) it was done in defiance of the court order. The second prayer was that of contempt of court by the Kamanakao Association. In court, the lawyer for the TLB stated that the first prayer was overtaken by events as there was no possibility of the court ever enforcing it, hence the only matter remaining to consider before the Court was one of contempt of court.  At that point the Lawyer for Kamanakao Association moved that proper papers for contempt of court proceedings be filed for a later date. He further said that the papers must prove wilful disobedience and deliberate defiance, as the current papers do not provide such. The judge then adjourned the court to make a ruling on whether a fresh case of contempt should be made, outside the current application.  The judge then ordered that a case on contempt of court be filled for hearing on August 7th, 2003. Of the five affidavits filed by the respondents (Kamanakao Association) only three should be submitted to argue this case, those of Lydia Nyati Ramahobo, Mr. Motandzi and Mr. Ditsheko. This decision eliminated those of Kelebogile Shomanah and John Keesi. The fact of the matter is that no declaration to the effect that the burial of Shikati Kamanakao was unlawful was made at that point, but the proceedings on this matter were extended to August 7th. The Judge only established a prima facie case for contempt of court by looking at issues on both sides. What was read on Radio Botswana was only someone’s wish. This is not only a miscarriage of justice but also a gross misrepresentation of the Court. Second was the article carried out by Mmegi Monitor (June 17-23 Page 2) titled TLB to Press for Kamanakao exhumation. This reporter was in the High Court, trying to cover the proceedings. Clearly, this was not the matter before the court. In fact, as the story itself states, the TLB has stated reasons it cannot seek for an exhumation order. It is therefore clear that the reporter was fishing for a story of his heart, and not the one in court. He had to ignore what Mr. Pitse had presented before the court in a sworn in statement, but write what he says over the phone.  Third, is the most outrageous story by the Botswana Guardian News paper (June 20, page 3) titled Kamanakao’s exhumation, Land Board gets cold feet’. In this article he alleges that Wayeyi are angry that the Land Board has abandoned the idea of bring exhumation order to court. He quotes Rre Mpho as saying that, something the old man out rightly denies.  The story is obviously illogical and irrational. No Moyeyi in their right mind can be angry about that.  It is clear that these reporters went to court expecting an exhumation case. To their disappointment, they found that even the prayer on unlawful burial was no longer an issue. However, they felt that their own wishes had to be reflected as some part of the court proceedings and went on to confuse and misinform the nation. It is disturbing to observe an obvious incitement for such an immoral act in our society, simply because that is what someone had wished for. We are aware that some members of our society would like to maintain tribal discrimination, hence, misinformation would serve to disillusion the Wayeyi and other marginalized groups fighting for their liberation from tribalistic and assimilationistic laws, but it is also imperative for the media to maintain its professional conduct and inform the nation of nothing but the truth. 

K. Shomanah

Chairperson, Kamanakao Association  
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